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ceived their full amount. This paper baviog been kaued on
the part of the Colombian Government at 100 per cent, ou
what could Mr Zea to receive it at a dis-
couct? In what manner has the Government been sacrificed ¢ -
¥ some individuals have made sacrifices in disposing of it, the
Colombiaa Government still pays no more than its just debis.

that he has the contractors for the lean to fumish
out of it such supplies as were ordered for the Government at
a profit of 100 per cent, and that by this means the Govern-
ment has been a forther loser to the extent of 13,000,000

frenes. In II;:HI I I-fltlt. that the uﬂ:lmﬁiuh have
been so sup e been all purchesed for ‘ready money,
the highest rate of discount obtained for the Government

and
that ready money could command. On this head I will add,
that the writer of this statement has been guilty of & wilful
and deliberats falsehood.

The first item of his calculstion may be imputed to igno-
rance; the second te pome mi or erroneous infor-
mation ; but in this last parti , 1 charge him openly with
ting a groas and malicious falsehood, and if he desires to
know from whom this charge comes, he may learn it on ap-
i at yoor office.

So far from there baving been any m ent on the
part of Mr Zew, it in acknowledged on all b that, taking
all circumstances into account, no Minister ever made a loan
for his Government on more favourable terms—terms that

i

in the oatural and indestructible resources of the country, in
its remoteness from the danger of being involved in Earopean
hostilities, and from the high estimation which its Government
has attained by the ﬂhhh‘:ghum of & free constitution, and
tha peculiarly liberal character of all its public proceedings.

MzrcaTOR.
Finally appeared the Copy of a Letter addressed
by Mr Zea to the Contractors for this Loan.—

Exeler, November 4. 1822,

Gruraamzn,—I am sorry 1o perceive that the public mind
continues to be much agitated on the subject of the Colom-
bian lean.

VOL. L. h



CcXiv

The insinustion, that is co for this loan I have
nugild::gpu-un,hﬁnhﬁopnf constitasion of Co-
lombis, I should net bave comsidered worthy the alightest
notice, but for the intersats of individuals may for the

That the lic of Colombia having bees formed at the
close "of the year 1819, by the union of Venesucla and New
Greoads, 1 was i Vice-President of Colombia, and

dispatched

tiary.
’lzhnforpm-p—-hhﬂ-din my instructions [ was autho-
rized to raise & loan in Europe.
That for this obj rtm'ﬂgimh-bjthf'm'
or that purposs,” as be himeelf states,

uently to this the & special

decres, in ei0g mI tr“h umc“wwmh?“u;

emeTEencHS might arise, pending my mimion wrope,

not specifically contemplated by the p:rrm of the President,
oc to which his authority might prove inadequate.

'I'hltl‘a;yu owers and my instructions exist at this moment
alteration.

in their full force, without the slightest

That the loan has been appropriated to the service of the
Bepublic, in ing of the of Venezuela and New
Greoada, ly to the third article of the fundamental
law of the lic; in sending supplies to the Government ;
and in other objects contsined in my instructions.

That the Congress of 1821 all the proceedings

of the preceding Congress of 1818, excepting in some -
calars ingngulmnnume resant question, e

That the constitution ad ixderim, in 1819, which
served as the model for that of 1821, contained the same
. article on the authority of the y ¥ to contract debta

on the credit of Colombis,” which is prescribed by the Iatter
coastitution, and was consequently in full force at the time
my powers were delivered to me,

g proclamation of the Vice-President, Santander, dated
the 1st June last, can have no reference to the loan contract-
ed by me. Neither at that date, nor at the date of its publi-
cation, could the Government mm'bili:_&‘hhne received my
dispatch, containing advice of the loan. e word " Loan
does pot occur in any part of the proclamation. Nor does it
belong to the Vice-President to confirm the contract, that
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bﬂ.l;ﬂ" solely the attribute of Congress, which will assemble
in hl;lur]rm:fg‘hn prnc%lm.tingnunmmgnhumeulhe

ical agent e Republic in pe, agreeably to my
ﬁuﬂiﬂniulhuu received no new muthori n{uthu
constitution of 1821. It follows, therefore, that in this same
- proclamation the pewers previousiy vested in me are distinctly

1 have not exceeded either my powers or my instructions.
I bave maintained the oredit of my Goveroment. 1 have
dane justice on ita behalf to the claime of the English credi-
tors. 1have placed the national debt of the state on a footing
suited to the actual condition and the growing nature of its
rescurces. Fossessing, as I have always done, the confidence
of my Government and of my country, I bave no fear that I
shall find it diminiahed by my admivistration of ity affairs in
Europe. As far, bowever, Gantlemen, as yop and all those
interested in this loan rl.l'l 'T:umed, the fmulﬂ h::t ﬂ;llnr is
your secure or scrupulous every
en IEthrdinowth;rw;

1 not from the ity of justifying my own conduct,
but for the mke of others, that I have ent into these ex-
planations. I have the hooour to be, Gentlemen, your moat

L

obedient servant,
(Bigoed) F.A. . Zua.

Messrs Charles Herring, William Graham, snd J, D. Powles,
contracters for the Colombian loen.

Such was the satisfactory termination of this
strange misapprehension. The credit of Colom-
bia accordingly now stands higher, not only thau
any other of the South American Republics, but
than several of the alder European States.
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SECTION IIL
COLONIZATION IN COLOMBIA.

Here we need not dwell on the ample reasons
which exist for relieving Europe of what is called
its surplus population.

Our only object need be to shew the superiori-
ty over the United States which Colombia derives
from its proximity to Europe, its climate, its pro-
ductions, and its distinguished geographical situ-
ation.

Even Mexico and Peru must, in the estimation
of every reasonable man, lose by a comparison ;
for mines, which are daily sinking in value, are
very far from promising to commerce and ship-
ping such advantages as may be safely expected
from commodities which are every year renewed,
and which ages will only serve to increase.

Such being the obvious physical advantages of
colonization in Colombia, let us examine those
which are of a moral nature. :

How amply the best interests of political and
civil liberty are provided for, will be seen by re-
ferring to the Constitution of the State.

That constitution, moreover, contains no pro-
hibitions to the exercise of all religions, nor any
restrictions on religious belief.

Nor are political, civil, ‘and religious liberty
better provided for than the interests of educa-
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tion—that paramount consideration, upon which
the maintenance of every thing political, civil,
and religious depends, and upon which we shall
therefore dwell bere a little the longer.

A decree has been issued by the Colombian Go-
vernment, ordering the establishment of schools,
which shall diffuse the blessings of education
through the whole population of that country.
What a contrast does the conduct of that infant
nation form with some of the hoary despotisms of
our duarter of the world! We have seen many
of these looking with a scowling and suspicious
eye upon all literary establishments; we have
heard one or two setting forth in positive terms
their hatred of learned men; we have beheld
them all, to a greater or a less extent, endeavouring
to fetter the free intercourse of thought, and
mould it in such a way as to chime in with their
favourite dogmas; and, strange as it may seem,
we have heard men of this country, high in rank,
and loud in their pretensions to intelligence and
patriotism; lament the general diffusion of know-
ledge among the people, as if that enabled them
to examine too narrowly, and understand too well,
the principles and conduct of their superiors.

Yet it is this diffusion of knowledge among the
people, and this alone, which has made Britain
rise to her present elevation, in spite of all the
counteracting weights that have been hung upon
ber; and had the system of general education
been a little wider, more liberal, and more per-



fect, we should not perbaps have had to complain
of a considerable part of the distress which now
presses on this country, and puzzles and perplexes
those who would arrogate to themselves the excly-
sive privilege of being wise. If education had
been fully diffused over England, we would ssk if
we could ever have heard of the people aiming at
the destruction of machinery, as a means of afford-
ing them relief? No. If they had been tsught to
know the right from the wrong, they could not
have escaped from moticing, that that which'does
work, and consumes no food, must make the la-
bour of man lighter, and his food more abundant.
If education had been properly diffused, we should
not have had the same ruinous, and spparently
unreasonable burden of poor-rates, which now,
over all England, distresses the farmer and the
landlord, and debases, without relieving, the la-
bouring classes. If those last had been educated,
as they have long been in Switzerland, and in the
northern parts of our own island, and as they must
soon, under the liberal and paternal Government,
be in Colombia,—then we should have had them
emulous, not of obtaining the most gross and abun-
dant gratification of their lowest appetites, at the
least expense of exertion, but raising themselves
to a more noble ambition, vesting their fortunes
in their own talents and resources, and scorning to
be fed at any one’s cost but their own.

It may be, however, that it suits better with the
continental governments of our quarter, to preach
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crusades of darkmess, than to diffuse the light ;
and it is possibly more in accordance with that
love of charity * in the sun,” which is so preva-
lent in our country, to give alms, than to destroy
the necessity for giving them ; but still we must
look upon both as diseases of age and decrepitude,
arising from a self-consciousness that all is not as
it should be. When either 2 government or a
class of persons shuns the light, it is always for
the same resson that the Scriptures assign for
men hating Christianity,~—* their deeds are evil.”

Possibly, however, this jealousy of intellect is
.essentigl to all old governments and old castes of
men. We see that in the natural world, the old
man is cautious, peevish and jealous, and cannot
brook the buoyant spirits and bold daring of the
young ; and it may be the same with institutions,
15 it is with him by whom they are instituted. If
so, we ought to rejoice at the dawn of liberality
and intelligence in & new country, just as we
would at the planting of a slip from the decaying
stock of a favourite tree,—or the birth of an heir
to an old family, after hope had become lick over
such a consummation.

In looking at this picture of the renovated Go-
vernment of Colombis, we see much that is cheer-
ing and promising,—not only to Colombia her-
self, but to the world. That, at so early a period,
her governors are tuming their attention to the
enlightening of the people, is a proof that her re.
volution is not 2 momentary ebullition of faction,
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to produce terror and misery and carnage for its
hour, and then subside, leaving the darkness ten-
fold more palpable, and the fetters tenfold more
strong than before: It proves it to have originat-
ed in the wishes of the people, and to be cement-
ed by their confidence ; and it gives promise, that
the wide and rich plains of that country will rear
a people, who shall meet in liberal and profitable
commerce with the other nations of the world.
It shews that, in Colombia, the commercialists of
Europe will find men whose correspondence it
will be both pleasing and profitable to cultivate.

Taking even the most gloomy view of the pre-,
sages of things in the Old World, this affords 2
ray through the gloom. It cannot be denied, that
the lines in which the old governments and their
people are at present proceeding, are sadly diver-
gent. The people have been advancing rapidly in
knowledge ; the governments have not.

Perhaps, during the career of Bonaparte, the
“ machines,” (as Lord Londonderry called them)
stood still in terror, and rusted. At any rate, they
are not now, as in older, and, for the people, bet-
ter timés, arrayed dynasty against dynasty, to pre-
serve a real or imaginary balance of power ; they
are united in one common effort, to prevent some
dreaded though undescribed, and perhaps some
uncomprehended movement of the people. They
are like men who have recently been chased to
the exhaustion of their breath, and the peril of
their lives,—they stand tingling, palpitating, and
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wtarting at the stirring of every leaf; and the less
that they know of the thing, the more it awakens
their terror. Knowledge is that with which they
have the lesst affinity ; and, therefore, at it their
fears are excited and their maledictions directed.
Remaining as they are, it would be out of the na-
ture of knowledge not to assail them ; and, as the
sesult is contingent, there is, of course, no pre-
dicting it with certainty.

We confess, however, that we are in no way
fearful for that result; because we think, that
with the natural force, elasticity, and we may al-
most add immartsality of intellect, aided by that
most tremendous of all inventions—the press, no
combination of ignorance, however sounding its
name, dark its structure, or daring its march, can
drive the people, even of the most despotic and
light-hating portion of Europe, back to barbarism.
Still, when science sees sown in the high places,
those weeds whith have in former times polluted
her fanes, and consumed them by acrid and pesti- .
lential rottings, it is pleasing to contemplate the
erection of new and fair temples to the goddess, in
4 land where the compass of liberty sweeps many
thousands of miles.

As to particular points of colonization, Guiana
certainly is the most important.

“ It is difficult,” says Depons, ** to find in all
the Spanish dominions a possession so favoured by
nature, and so little appreciated as Guidna. Its

. extent, which they reckon a thousand leagues in
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circumference, gives it the importance of an em-
pire. Its soil, whose only fault is a too sctive ve-
getation, would yield more articles than all the
other Spanish possessions now produce. The rivers
that the Orinoco, in its course of five hondred
leagues receives, and the number of which ex-
ceeds three hundred, are so many canals, that
would carry to Guiana all the riches they them-
selves might have contributed to obtain from the
earth, The Orinoco, which traverses it, and which
is itself the opening by which an enemy might
penetrate into the provinces of Venezuels, Vani-
nas, and the kingdom of Santa Fé, can be defend-
ed only by Guiana, which must, of course, become
the bulwark of the provinces she alone can gua-
I'Intﬁﬂ."

Under these impressions, speaking of the old
Government, he says, *“ The Spanish sovereignty
will be no sooner acknowledged and respected,
than it will be necessary to turn its attention to
employing, in a manner more useful to com-
merce, the powers of the Indians who live in vice,
perfect nullities under the rod of the missionaries.
It is time that those pretended exercises of piety,
in which all their moments are occupied, should,
in & great measure, be replaced by labour j—it is
time that those miserable beings, abandoned to & -
sort of life more calculated to degrade than re-
form mankind, shonld commence the practice of
the social virtues;—it is time that they should
cease to be automata, and become inen ;—in short,



it ia éﬂ that the misery of the conquered In-
disak, which cannot but estrange from social life
the savage Indians, should give place to ease and
comfort. This grand object may easily be ac-
complished. It needs only that it be willed, The
Indians are intemperate, but submissive; indo-
lent, but fearful. Gentleness and threats, judi-
ciously employed, can do every thing on such
characters. Let the experiment be but made in
good earnest, and the success will be seen to ex-
ceed the hope.—It is not, however, on this po-
pulation alone, that we onght to reckon for the
prosperity of Guiana. The Canary Islands, whose
inhabitants, whether from a love of change, or
from want, have contracted a habit of emigrating
- in bodies to the different parts of Spanish Ame-
rica,—the Canary Islands may greatly contribute
to people Guisna immediately, and metamor-
phose this region, now a desert and without cul-
tivation, into a rich and delicious country. It is
for the Government to make regulations, by which
these men may find advantages, that would in-
duce them to prefer Guiana to any other Spanish
possession, especially for cultivation or trade.”
These observations, which we quote from others
as proofs of our own impartiality, are sufficiently
intelligent, as applied to the old colonial Govern-
ment. The Government of Republican Colom-
bia is disposed to do much more. Its agents in
this country will soon be authorized to dispose,
at a very moderate rate, of any quantity of land
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to our nortllern and more skilful agricnlturists
and agricultural labourers. Thus must Colom-
bia speedily acquire the highest degree of pros-
perity, and confer it on her adopted children.
Thus may the man whose utmost labour in Bri-
tain can obtain for him only the rank of a ser-
vant, rise at once to that of a master, and lay. the
unfailing foundation of fortune and felicity to his
children,

- We understand, that Messrs Herring, Graham,
and Powles, of London, are at present in com-
munication with the Government of Colombia
on the subject of organizing a regular system of
emigration, and that, in a moderate time, some
public intimation of the plan to be adopted may
be expected.






